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THE 


Complaining 


fome though weak,and the 
of Stons Children in this day of their 


fore Calamity; occafioned at their Meet- 
~ ing co the Lord at Abingdon in 
p——<eBarkefbire, the fecond day of the 
eighthMONTH, 1656. 


Being a fhore 


Of the inhumane dealings of fome'Orricers 
and Soucpiers, who faid, They had Order 


from their LORD for fo doing. 


Mal. 3615516. perry now we call the easy that werk wicked 
 ne[s are fet np 5 yeas they that tempt God are delivered, Then they that feared 
Lord jpake often one to another: and the Lord hearkned, and and ai 
of remembrance was written for them that feared the Lord, and 
his Name, ‘ 

A& -7.34- Ihave feen, 7 have feen the afflictions of my people ; I have beard 


err groanings, and am come down to deliver then, 
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Tothe fairhful Remnant of the Womans feed, who keepthe 
Commandments of God, and the Feltimonyof fefusy 
together withevery Impartiai Readers 
Hen the Lord did firft engage our kearts to whit upon bin ac- 
cording to the enfwing Relatson, it wat much fame of our 
Spirits, that we fhonld fee the glory of God; thongh we could net 
apprehend the manner of bis appearance much could we in the least 

fappofe bis axfwer would be as after was mansfefi... But the onely-wife God, 
- whoknoweth how to order al things for bis, glory.can make the wrath of maa 
 praife him, and the renaainder thereof re(train: spon. which account, the ¢nfis- 

ing Relation being thought nece(fary tobe publifhed , prefented to your pew 
rufal boping,that as experience of bis goodne/s bath been (ome refrefhment 
unto #3, (who have (ubferibed the fame, being all of ms per{onally prefent, - 
fome at the one part,others at the orher part of the tranfattions thercimmen- 
tioned, and fafferers in fome degree or other in the fame). it. will adminifter 
fome refre(hment wnto you alfa , that we may be therchy united with one 
heart in oue commen Canfe, thongh contemned. de[pifed, and repraached, by. 
thofe who did formerly walk with us hand ix band therein, from which they 
have [a openly Apoftatized . axd what Jon and we expelt from 
them, unlefs the Lord fhowld leave us to betray him with akifs, as they have 
done : But we traf, that relying upon bis grace, he will keep ss by bie mig 
ty power through faith nnto the day of falvation, when we (hal with rejoye 
cing fay, Lo, this is our God, wehaye waited for him : we will be glad and re- 
joyce in his falvation. 

poor. anworthy brethren, defirous tobe found 
faithful inthis day of Lions tribulation 


Of thech.atAbi. Of theCh.atOxf. Neat, John weedly, David Parry, Jobe lanest 
John Tomkins, Rich.Tidmayfh, The.Buluvan, Fran: Young, lobn Clements. watert. 
Jobn Combes, Rith. Quelch. Rie. Parnbam, Hen. Forty of Tatnes, 

Simom Mayo, Of Hull, Jobm Rye, Rich. Steed of Daremoach, Churches. 
Edw. Stenmet, Thom. Cann, Rich.Denton, Georve of Exctery. 
Philip Lockton, Pet. Tindal.  Tho,wheeler, Hen.Summon 
White, Lordon,. leba Tufnel, Thomas Ruddock, Sof Northwalthamg 
‘Green, lobn Pugh, Job. Port mans, Thastdide,The.Helsden, 
b. Tervel, Green, Tebn Clark, Williamwainford,ef Norwich, . | 
menPcck. Frantyalien, Fran:Langden of Cornwal, 


| 
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A Word tofuch of the Army, efpecially thofe of the call 
Troops as areinany meafurefenfible of the of 
>| this Day, and mourning forthe fame, 


was, and is upon oar hearts, thatthe Lots, or fouls 
teved for the great tran{gre fStons of the Sodomstifb generation among 
whom they live, might be delivered the judgements of the Lord 
Zreak forth: for,if his wrath be kindled (yea) but a little,bleffed are 
p all they chat truft in him:and therefore for your fakes was this [hortEpt- 
| file penned, to the end, that, if the Lord fo pleafe, you might be no longer 
decetved with vain words, by thofe from whom you fuppofe thatthe great 
you engaged for on the behalf of Christ and is people might be 
| Attarned , and that they might return from whence they are fallen, and do 
| their first works 5 though the Lottom upon which they now (tand, feems to 
bm to gtve little ground of hopes for any {uch thing : for men do net ga-, 
| ther grapes of choris, or figs of thiftles, Befides, they perfecute that 
| Spirit appearing in any of thofe who are but enquiring the way toZion, 
| with their faces thitherward : witne ff the many prt[oners now [uffeving 
for the Caufe of our Lord Fe{w, befides the cruel ufage of others mention- 
| edtn this ex{uing Relation. This therefore we defire to leave with you, in 
| the fear of theLard,That you would flee out fromthe midit of them,and de- 
| ever every man his foul, that you may efcape the judgments of God, and be 
free from the blood of your brethren ; hich you will unavotdably be tnvol- - 
fo as we can di{cerny tf you Continue 12 your prefent {kation, as 
pfome bave been already in thefe last tran{ actions : and if foas you partake 
bef thes fiis,you will partake of thetr plagues. Thus leaving you to the pe- 
prufat of thy Relations hoping that it may be of fame ufe,etther to convince, 
elfe to leave further Testimony That you pert[b,your Llood will be 
papon your own heads : though ct be othermife longed for and prayed for, by 
unworthy brethren, mourning wtth yous 


praying for your return : 
Of Northwalfoaws Of Cornwal, Walton. obi Portmans. 
Biden. Simons, Fran: Lancden. Neat. ohn Clark 
Thomas Ruddock, § Of Hui, ho. Buttivaar, John Armigt 
Rober: Hide, Cann, Rich: Paraham. fohn Woodly. 
Helfden. Peter Tindal. Rye. David Parry, 
Norwich . Of London, Rich: Denton? Fran: Young, 
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under { ofeffion of L 
5 ially by thofe thac arcunder fo great pr ight. 
oh 


) [: having pleafed the Lord to take unto himfelf a choice and eminent Servant of 


hands to bring many of the Lerd’s people together, from feveral parts of the 


sy dark and gloomy day: And, that he would pour forth a plentiful portiog 


profecute his minde and will fo made known unto 


gulars bere mentioned, will more plainly appea 


> 


| The complaining Teftimony of [ome of Sions children, though moft snwor- 


thysor,.A fhort Narratrve of the inhumane dealings of fome Officers and 
Souldiervs at Abingdon, the fecond day of the exghth Month, 165 


histo wit, Job. Pendarves, Minifter of theGofpel,and Paftor of that Congre- 
gation at Abingdon; whole iaterring we did meet to folemnize the 3 oth of 
the 7th Month, that being one end of ourccming together: judging it ourduty 
to perform the laft office of love to fo faithful a Servant as he was, indeed a Prince 
in /{rael, who did in his life-time naturally care for Sions welfare, wholly giving 
himfelf up unto the Lord’s work: and hereby a price and oportunity was put iate 


Nation, in this dark and gloomy day, to feek his face for the underftanding of hig 
minde and will, what his Remnant ( remaining faithful in this great day of A 
poftacy) ought todo. To which end, there were feyeral heads agreed upon 5 ae 
cording to which they might feek his face with underftanding , as by thefe parti 

1. That we humble our felves before the Lord for all our Gns and iniquities 
wherein we have jultly provoked the eyes of his holinefs, through our lukewara 
nefs, indifferency of Spirit, rafhaefs, and want of love in this great day of oper 
A poftacy and backfliding ; wherein, it is to be feared, we have much added ¢ 
the meafure of the iniquity of thisday, 

2. That aotwithftanding all the complaints of the Lord’s people, there hath 
been that diligent heart-fearchiag into the minde aad will of the Lord, what t 
people cught todo, 

3. Toremember before the Lord with mourning,that there is not that aatut 
care for Siow, asthere ought to be, efpecially, when he hath chaftened us 
taking away {uch ehoice Inftruments as he hath done of late : but molt m 
now, feeking their own, and building their own cieled houfes, faying, The ti 
3 not yet > che time that the Lord’s. houfe fhould be built, \ 
4+ Te cntreatearnefily of the Lord , that he would be pleafed foto own 
prefent Meeting , that the light which he hath given in amoneft the body of 
people inquiring after his minde and will in this day, might be fo gathered integ 
as that we might be able to read his minde and will, together with our duty , 


s Spirit upon the Remnant of his faithful ones, whereby they may be enables 


. To remember the afflictions of Pofepd in all the parts and quarters of 
and particularly inthis Nation, wherein the Saints are imprifoned » ¢ 
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i: (2) 
i Nevertheless , leaving the Spirit of the Lord to breath in his people as he 
plea fe to minifter uaro them. | 
Wad accordingly upon the day above mentioned,we met together at Abing- 
btdan, in the houfe of the late deceafed Servant of the Lord 5 amd we may with a 
L holy boldnefs declare, That we did in fome meafure behold the light of his cour- 
PY tenance that day breathing throngh fuch of his fervants, whofe hearts were {tirsed 
sup co {pcak unco aad from the Lord. The next day, being the-firlt inftanc,we were 
again met tngether and fpent the whole day in waiting. upon. him : where we de- 
fire to acknowledge-with humility and thaakfulnefs , That (chough we were un- 
q worthy to receive apy thing from our Fathers yet) fome of us and many others 
did behold fuch tokens of his prefence, by his fmiling countenance through our 

Lord Jefus Chrifi, fach quicknings of his Spiric,fuch melting 8& brokennets of hen 
of his peace aad joy, fuch rencwings of firlt-love » fuch endearing of 
Saints to.cach other, fuch longings after the glory of God, and groanings for the 
Bprolperity of Siow ; as fome ancient Profeflors affirmed, they feldom experienced 
like: divers of che Souldiers and others (though adverfaries to this Meeting) 
forced to acknowledge God was among't us of atruchs andinparticular, 
Bwhen the party came on with violence upoa our friends, one of the Souldiershad h 
Fi chis word, Pfal.1 05,1 5. fet upon his {pirit with much power, (as he profeft} h 
iTouch not wine anointed, and do my Prepbets wo harm : he wasa Brother,and 
Npromiled tabreak his fword when he came home. 
BD For which we defire toblefs and praife che Natne‘of the moft High our Father, 
hecaufe he hath not forfaken them that feck him, nor is ita yain thing co wait at 
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: q The next morning,being the fecond infant, we intended to have met again, the 2 
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 refrefhings having thereunto {weeily engaged us: but being prevented, we 
thereof,and bleis Jehovah for the men have or can 
us, fecing our God will turn that alfoce his praife, and the fame doth and 
B Will work together for the exceeding good of them that fincerely love him. ea 
PS imbout feven in the morning , feveral of us lodging at the fign of the Lamb in 
) bing don, were in the Inn-yatd , fome looking to their horfes , others getting 
teady, the becter to be prepared for the meeting intended, had the Lord 
PWeafed to Have afforded it unto us : about which time three Troopers came into 
the Inn ¢ and after they had put up their horfes, went up ftaits to another of their 
: pany who had continued in the Inn(moft part of the time that we were there) 
fa {py, totake notice, and give information of what he could hear and fee done 
nopett us: Prefencly after, they weat into feveral of our chambers, and tool 
aya Hawking-bag belonging to one George Alom of Exceter, being a Mei» 
of the Church there and took out of ic all his writings, being as we un= 
privaceconcernmentonly : whereupon it was asked by what autho= 
they did it: towhich they replied 5 That they had 
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(3! | 
and faid, There was their order : solute fome of us faid , Thatif theycould 
produce no other order, a High-way-man, demanding our purfes, could prodace’ 
as good acemmiffion for his aétion as they did. Upon this, asothericame in, Heo! 
ing » as we afterwards underftood, Commander of the party chen in the Town: 
Lieutenant Barker by name : fome of our Frieads asked him alfo by whatantho- 
rity this fearch was made: towhichhe replied, Thacit was fufficient he faid he: 
had order for what he did,and that he was not bound to fhew his order;if he had» 
-afiy, to every one that asked him. But our Friends {till prefling for afaght of his: 


t- order, with words fpoken to the fame purpofe aformentioned, by which the faid. 
Lieticenaet-was much inraged, riding furioufly about che Ion-yard,ftriking feyerab 
rs | of cur Friends violently with his Cane, endeavoring to ride over chem with his: 


horfe, ufing many unciv'l words towards us , commanding usto go up. colour: 
chambers, {aying, That we fhould know, if he commanded ‘us 
go, without any farther irqu'ry. 
‘Soon after this, fome of us went out of the Ina to the meeting place, iatending: 
to hayegoncin, but two Troopers keeping centinel at che door refuted to give: 
Liberty :oany men prefenting Piftols to their brefts to hinder them from going 
tothe place , and in particular our Brother Afayo, who-lived there, wasdo fag: 
hindered from coming in, that they cocked their Piltols , anc prefeated them col 
his breft, fo that he was forced fuddenly to ftep back we lett chey fhouid fire 
uponhim, From thence, our Friends being difappoiaced of their meeting weat. 
into the Market-place: one of our Brethren began in prayer, another feconded 
him in {peaking , after him our Brother Joxes of Longworth in Barkibire amy 
aacient grave Chriftian , who was formerly perfecured by the Bifhops: proceeded> 
with a word of exhortation : then our Brother asften, a member of the Chureh- 
at Oxford, who was late a member of the Army,¢xercifinge The Souldiers drew. 
reund about us, and after a fhort time made an attempt uponus, hopiag te have, 
feattered us which the Lord preyeated , though no cppofition.was made on our! 
parts: then che Trumpet founding. they drew off, and came on again in a‘body® 
with much violence : the Commander of the party camein, and broke through 
violently with his {word drawn (having firlt broken his Cane) he cut divers, ong, 
of our hats being flafhed in three or four places ; and moft of the Souldiers, foing, 
with drawn {words,others with {words in their {cabbards, violensly {miting, and, 
driving us one from another, whereby we were forced to defift from our ducy, une, 
God the Lord of holts, before whofe throne we were in prayer; and.continucd) 
till pulled down by force : one was forced to tumble’ over ftones to fhift their: 
‘to kis hurc, by another * Officer endeavouring to ride over} ~ Note, thas 
| * and beating his horfe to that purpofe ; but the Lord 
| it mor to be, Some had their Garments rent and torn on ba! acini 
fome cfferine co go and fee their friends({eized upon it) ihe comm 
threatned co have their {words thrult through their) mon Troopers. 


ev 


: 


. 


4 


$ i A 
> 
é 


5 (4) gh 

Cdampasly cried out, For fhame drag not 2 mah thas. Motedver.one {peaking to 2 
§ foldier,that he muft anfwer this one day before the Lord:he replied, He would an- 
fwet our God well enough, Ac this tims alfo,che ancient Brother before mentioned 


| ohad many blows made at him s but through the goodnefs of the Lord received no 
| ure, though divers others,men and women, were fhameful ly beaten at this time : 
28d after this, ridino about where they faw any together, fell in among't them to 
; difperfe them, taking feveral as prifoners, and afterwards letting feveral loofeiaa 
| Private manner, laying nothing to their charge, fomwhat like chatin 44.16.376 
After this, char party of horfe, which had been fo infolent and inhumane , drew 
j Out of che Town, and within a fhort time after,came ia with chem about fever or 
| Cight Troops more, who fuddenly divided chemfelves into feyeral Inns where we 
| Tay, thutcing up the gates, and feeuring fuch as they could finde, Soon after this, 
| whom they call Major Geo. Bridges, with feveral othersycame intg the Town, 
; and ac the new Inn proceeded to examination of fuch whom they had takea, and 
fuck whom they had detained ia the feveral Inns as prifoners , bt in che end, 
they were all difmifled except five,who were catried away to Wenafor-Ciltle ; of 
whofe particular charge,we can give litile accownct,only thus much we are credibly 
inform’d,thac one of chem was chare"d only for making an appeal coGod ta p. ayer 
| Between us & chkem;:here being little again{t any.as {poke or done ac the meecing. 
_ That which was chiefly the ground of their commitment, wasdrawa forth by ininaring 
Gueftions asked them when they were examined againft themiclves , im marters of 
pUdgement and con{ciencegwhieh we leave to every unbiall'd perfon to judge of. 
| And this we defire further to mention, Thar one of the {ubicribers; Fob. Tombins,an Elder 
of the Church at Abingdon, being-well kaown for his grace,cautious and very {paring in his 
©xpreiiions at all times, had this laid co his charge when he was examined, That he chale 
Menged onc of the Souldiers co fight with him upon Salisbury plein; alfo,that he thould fay" 
ANC thirry choufand men more ro comac to us : and the fouldier that fpake thefe words, 
Proferred to bring three men to {wear to the truth of it,though it is well known there were: 
mo fuch words fpoken by him dire@ly or indire&tly:by which theReader may obferve what. 
of grlial they have among{t them,who dare adventure to fwear any thing likewilc to. 
the Reader not to give much credit to reports contrary hereunto. | 
». Lhis Relation is prefented to publick view , to prevent any falfe Information that may 
fwome frem any particular perfon, or from our enemies , who may endeavor to poflefs men, 
hat there was a defign of rif ng at this mecting,which we do hereby declare agaimmft,as wel 
meteftifie to the truth of this Relation. 


thech.atAbi. Of the(b.atOxf, lofeph Neat, lohn woody, David Parry, lones. 
Combes,, Ris. Quelch. Rit, Racnbam, Hen. Forty of Tatnes, 
Mayo, Of Hull, John Ryes? _Rith. Steed of Dartmouth, ¢ Churches. 
Stennct, Thom. Cann, Rich.D:nton, Georre Allomef Exeter, - 

Philip Lockton, Pet. Tindal. Tho.v'becler, Hen.Simmens 
@f Lordon. Tufuct, ‘Thomas Ruddock, Sof Northw 
Mich. Green, Pugh, Job. Peitmans, 
Rich, Tervel, Green, Clark, william wainford, ef Notwich. 
MimenPesk. Fran.walton,  lobnArmiger, Fran:Langden of Cornwal, 
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